40 YEARS OF ISRAELI’S CONTROL OF OLD JERUSALEM
On June 7 1967, for the first time in almost 2000 years, the Temple Mount and the rest of old Jerusalem came under Israeli’s control as paratroopers under Motta Gur’s command planted the star of David flag on the mount.  Although the flag was ordered to be removed 4 hours later by Defense Minister, Moshe Danyan, in order not to appear to be antagonizing the Islamic religion, only few people will argue that the days of trampling of Jerusalem by the gentiles did not end on that date. (See story here: http://christianactionforisrael.org/isreport/julaug04/return.html)

 Given the significance of the number 40 in the Bible, there is not a little interest among Bible students as to what happens 40 years after – which season we are in. 

And indeed on-going developments in the Middle East are fuelling this expectation of  imminent political and military events with far-reaching implications.  Apart from the current unrelenting barrage of Israel (the border town Sderot in particular), the obvious mastermind of the on-going conflict in the Middle East, Iran’s Ahmadinejad, is now boasting that “the countdown button for the destruction of” Israel has already been pushed. (http://www.reuters.com/articlePrint?articleId=USBLA32653020070603)

History has a way of repeating itself.  Forty years ago, the Arabs prepared a war which they boasted would lead to the annihilation of Israel; but in a pre-emptive attack, the Israelis completely routed out the overwhelmingly much larger Arabian forces in just a few days, capturing in the process territories previously controlled by the Arabs.  The jewel of these territories is the Temple Mount – the holiest religious site in Judaism. Like the situation in 1967, Israel might yet again have to launch a pre-emptive attack against Hamas and Hezbollah forces, which obviously are preparing for an all-out summer war with Israel this year.  As Israel becomes more and more cornered by Arab forces, it seems only a matter of time when she will have to resort to the deployment of unconventional weaponries to defend its land and citizens from people whose avowed cry is: “wipe Israel off the map”!  Such an event has direct implications on the timing of the rapture of the Church – which event should be on the front burner in the heart of every Christian who would desire to be numbered among the wise virgins.


It is interesting to consider that in a demonic vision published by Freemason Albert Pike on Jan 22, 1870, “the Plan” was described which would lead to the establishment of the New World Order (that would be eventually realized by the antichrist after the Rapture of the Church).  In the Plan, three WORLD wars were envisaged. The Third being foreseen to begin between Judaism and Islam, and thereafter expanding outward to engulf the whole world. Interestingly, at the time of this satanic prophecy, the nation of Israel was not yet in existence and no one except fundamentalist, Bible-believing Christians (and of course, Satanists) believed it would ever exist again. (http://www.cuttingedge.org/ce1070.html)
“and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”  Luke 21:24 
“For God hath put it in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their ingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled” Rev 17:17
“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me to give every man according as his work shall be.”   Rev 22:12
The recently recomposed Sanhendrin of Judaism is in the news again.  This time around the group in pursuit of its devotion to have the Jewish Temple rebuilt on its site on Mount Moriah (currently hosting a Mosque) has decided to send letters to all world leaders, including Arab ones, inviting them to take part in
project.

In the letter of invitation, (to be translated into 70 languages and sent to all government institutions in the world the Sanhedrin warns that the world is nearing a catastrophe, which can only be averted if all nations, states and religions will band together to build a ‘house for God, where Jews will worship, pray and offer up sacrifice, according to the vision of the prophets. “


Yes, the Temple will indeed be built – but clearly, it is a project for the Antichrist! (Dan 9:27, Mat. 24:15) Although there are quite a number of groups that are totally committed to the rebuilding of the 4th Temple on the same site that (Solomon, Zerubabel and Herod had built and rebuilt theirs), no group is as committed to it as the Freemasons.  In fact, Cutting Edge would go as far as asserting that  “All events in Israel [today]revolve around this fervent desire to rebuild this temple so that Masonic legends of Hiram Abiff can be fulfilled! (Read <http://cuttingedge.org/news/n1643.cfm > NEWS1643,
        Quoting extensively from the Masonic literature, Cutting Edge established the interest of international Freemasonry in the Temple beyond reasonable doubts: "Of all the objects which constitute the Masonic science of symbolism, the most important, the most cherished, by the Mason, and by far the most significant, is the Temple of Jerusalem. The spiritualizing of the Temple is the first, the most prominent and the most pervading, of all symbols of Freemasonry ... Take from Freemasonry its dependence on the Temple; leave out of its ritual all references to that sacred edifice, and to the legends and traditions connected with it, and the system itself would at once decay and die ... " ["Encyclopaedia of Freemasonry", by Albert Mackey, MD, 33º and Charles T. McClenachan, 33º, Revised Edition, by Edward L. Hawkins, 30º and William J. Hughan, 32º, Volume II, M-Z, published by The Masonic History Company, Chicago, New York, London, 1873, A.G. Mackey, 1927, by the Masonic History Company.]

     In the Foreword to the Masonic Bible (the Temple Illustrated Edition),  John Wesley Kelchner further sheds more light upon the importance of Solomon's Temple to Freemasonry:

"The traditions and romance of King Solomon's Temple are of great interest to everyone who reads the Bible. They are of transcendent importance to Masons. The Temple is the outstanding symbol in Masonry, and the legendary story of the building of the Temple is the fundamental basis of the Masonic rule and guide for conduct in life ... The cream of Masonic historical and philosophical writing has been drawn upon for his description of the Temple and its relation to Masonic ritual." [The Holy Bible: The Great Light In Masonry", King James Version, Temple Illustrated Edition, A.J. Holman Company, 1968, Forward entitled, "The Bible and King Solomon's Temple in Masonry", by John Wesley Kelchner].


For more on this subject, please visit Cutting Edge website http://cuttingedge.org

US Congress seeks to recognize and honour Freemasons

Meanwhile, one of the major items on the agenda of the newly inducted 110th US congress seems to be the giving of recognition to Freemasons in that country.  A new bill introduced by Paul Gillmor,  on Jan 5, 2007, the H. Res. 33 talks about “Recognizing the thousands of Freemasons in every State in the Nation and honoring them for their many contributions to the Nation throughout its history. For the full text of the bill see, <http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=hr110-33> The bill has been referred to the House Oversight and Government Reform committee

Nigeria survives first post colonial civilian to civilian government transition

Contrary to the confident predictions of both local and international political ‘experts’, Nigeria witnessed a pretty smooth and peaceful transition from one civilian government to another – for the first time in her post-independence history.

          No other explanations are possible other than manifold divine intervention – such as the one that terminated the regime of the likes of General Sanni Abacha and  installed that of Olusegun Obasanjo.  With so many private armies already in place, all armed to the teeth; and most parties involved having determined it was a do or die affair that they won the elections, many observers “reasonably” predicted a mini-version of the chaos that attended the first general elections in South Africa.  Strange are the designs of the Almighty however, and the elections turned out to be much more peaceful than the best optimist had expected.


Heart-warming is the fact that the lone voices boldly  declaring that the elections would be peaceful were those of a handful of Pentecostal pastors basing their optimism on the fact that they have prepared ahead with prayers, and they have heard the Almighty God assure of a peaceful transition.  This school of Pastors is represented by the General Overseer of the Redeemed Christian Church of God, Pastor E.A. Adeboye – who had made a similar statement concerning the 1999 elections.  This year, Pastor Adeboye had mobilized members of his Church to have a round-the-clock prayers for over 1 year before the elections.  Talk about effectively putting numbers to godly use: the RCCG is the largest Pentecostal group in Nigeria.


Possibly, the transition is yet to be completed, as election tribunals are sitting and might still reverse some of the obvious massive riggings that were witnessed during the elections.  The beauty of it all is the manifested sovereignty of the Lord of Hosts to predict, command and achieve peace in a volatile situation as Nigeria passing through its first civilian – to civilian transition.

Challenges of a Yar Adua’s government

Few people will doubt that Obasanjo’s hand-picked successor, President Umaru Musa-Yar Adua is about the best suited for the job among the motley crowd that contested with him.  It was unfortunate that the heavy riggings by desperate gubernatorial candidates in the previous week effectively shut down the rest of the elections; and the genuine desires of the electorates for the Presidential election could not be inarguably determined.


A central issue with Mr Yar Adua is obviously his Islamic faith, which he takes very seriously.  We can therefore expect an even worse time for corrupt officials than in the previous administration; and to the glory of God, it can be declared that the final nail has been put on the aspirations of the various NGOs trying to force down the new sexuality on Nigerian kids!  Yar Adua also is thus far, handling his religion with impressive dignity.  He has conceded that the Aso Rock Chapel can remain at its priviledged conspicuous location close to the President’s office, now offers his public prayers to the “Almighty God”, rather than “Allah”, and as well does his Islamic prayer recitation, mandatory before major speeches, in silence (no one is left in doubt what he’s doing though).

      The great challenge of Yar Adua’s presidency then is how Christians handle THEIR FAITH in the new regime.  Already used to enjoying presidential patronage, it is important that Christian leaders recognize the very likely possibility that they might unconsciously drift into interfaithism – the ultimate danger which the Christian faith can least withstand (see 1 John 5:4-5).  The Bible enjoins us to love and live peacefully with all, irrespective of their religion – or lack of it.  However, to begin to organize joint prayer sessions (as happened in Osun State, during the inauguration of the new SSG) is pure suicide.  May the LORD help His Church understand and handle this new and serious challenge appropriately.  Amen.

Emergent Spirituality and Tantric sex
The New Age movement continues its foray into every segment of society with the on-going steady popularization of what is known as tantric sex, or simply tantra.  Church Arise! has warned in the past that the absolute dedication, fervour and resolve with which many NGOs are promoting their new sexuality could only be driven by religious values.  For instance, what do Action Health Inc, Lagos or INCRESE Minna, stand to gain from their total commitment to engineering the Nigerian society to embrace homosexuality and free licentious sex? Or what does their mother organization, SIECUS of New York stand to gain in her decades-long aggressive (and very expensive) promotion of not only same-sex sexual relationship, but that across generations (pedophilia) and even across species (bestiality)?  The ultimate reward they seek is spiritual!  

This is now being clearly demonstrated as the age-long occultic sexual practice known as tantra,  gradually gains prominence in the public realm in recent times. In a workshop called, “Sexual Liberation, Tantra, and Sacred Activism” mystic Andrew Harvey claims that “sexual liberation and Tantra are vital parts of the Divine Mother's plan for the birth of a new humanity, since they make possible a profound and ecstatic contact with Divine Eros - a tender passionate dynamic love-connection.”  He further asserts that a commitment to Sacred Activism (as demonstrated in the sexuality NGOs) is only possible in people who through the practice of “True Tantric sexuality” have gained access to “extraordinary and unified energies”. (http://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/blog/index.php?m=20070523)

Respected (ex-New Ager) Christian writer Ray Yungen explains what tantra is: “Tantra is the name of the ancient Hindu sacred texts that contain certain rituals and secrets. Some deal with taking the energies brought forth in meditation through the chakras and combining them with love-making to enhance sexual experiences.”  Recently, Lighthouse Trails Research reported a commercial sex worker who has incorporated “Tantric Bodywork” into her services. Wahkeena said she decided to turn her erotic business into a “temple” after reading a book called “Women of the Light: The New Sacred Prostitute”.  Now she claims to offer men who desire her services, not just sex, but “union with the divine”!


The truly worrisome aspect of this development is that the so-called Contemplative Spirituality being promoted by the Emergent Church movement (led by pastors like Rick Warren, Erwin McManus, Brian McLaren, Rob Bell etc) is systematically laying the ground works to usher this occultic practice into the Church.  In these perilous end-times, Christian leaders must heed apostle Paul’s advice to “take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers,….” , on account of grievous wolves who will not spare the flock – Acts 20:28-29).  As the letter to the church at Thyatira shows, Jezebel’s spirituality (a merger of demonic spirituality and sexual pleasure) will be one of the major end-time infiltration of the Church (See Rev 2:20).
Woman Methodist minister re-appointed – as a man
A woman who has served as minister at St. John's United Methodist Church in Baltimore (USA) for five years has been re-appointed to the position – as a man, according to church officials.     The announcement came at the Baltimore-Washington annual conference of the UMC, where the former Ann Gordon announced the change to Drew Phoenix, and talked of a "spiritual transformation" since the sex change procedure.  In a statement on the conference website, Gordon/Phoenix explained that the change was to reflect "my true gender identity." 

"The gender I was assigned at birth has never matched my own true, authentic, God-given gender identity … how I know myself," the statement said.
Several ministers in the Church however vehemently disagree with Ann’s/Drew’s polemics.  Mark Tooley, director of the UMAction, a part of the Institution on Religion and Democracy, said gender, is not a choice but a reality.  He affirmed that  "The church's calling is to facilitate healing, not echo the secular culture's mantras about 'diversity,'" He further explained that the sex change case is a modern repetition of an ancient heresy, gnosticism, in which one's private feelings and thoughts overrule church teachings.   According to Tooley, Christianity "rejects the suggestion that sexual identity is merely a state of mind or a preference.  The God whom we worship knew us as male or female before He created us. Gender is not a choice but a reality."  http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=55880

CrossFire between Rick Warren and Conservative Evangelical Leaders
Rick Warren, the immensely popular pastor of the Saddleback Church and author of best-selling “Purpose Driven Life”  gave some indirect but valuable support to the liberal movement when he (in early May) described as un-christian, what he termed a “narrow focus” on abortion, homosexuality and pornography by conservative christian leaders.  Mr Warren said that such pastors neglect to meet the needs of the suffering masses (“"they haven't done zip for those people.”) but rather engage in seeking doctrinal purity of the Christian faith  and are defined by their “big mouth”. 

In an immediate response published by LTRP, Africa-based Evangelist Loren Davis lamented that a Pastor can consider “contending for sound Bible doctrine as being “a big mouth”; and emphasized that both good works and sound doctrine must necessarily go together.  Speaking about “good works for the underpriviledged” Lorren said: “Well, we are not against those things and do many of those things ourselves. But the fact is, the primary purpose of the church is not humanitarianism. The church's main purpose is to provide a place where people can find Christ; prepare people for where they will spend eternity; and to be taught the truths of the Bible.” He further went on to counsel: “If Rick Warren and his friends want to go full time into humanitarian work, that's fine. Let he and his friends work full time for the U.N. with whom they already associate with; but don't, in the name of humanitarianism, turn the churches away from their main purpose of being spiritual institutions and transform them into social institutions. www.lorendavis.com

As Church Arise!  has tried to clarify many times, the real issue involved here is the gravity of the Gospel Truth that Jesus Christ is the only saviour of mankind (Acts 4:12), and the ONLY way to God (Jhn 14:6).  If this is true, then all possible means must be explored to persuade those who have not come to this knowledge to open the door of their hearts to the Lord, Who expectantly stands and knocks at those doors.  However, Rick Warren has been coming out more and more boldly to declare that the doctrinal position of any religious group is grossly inferior to the fact of their being involved in practical humanitarian causes – which he has listed under five headings in his famous P.E.A.C.E. purposes.  Warren’s Saddleback Church clearly declares that those “purposes” are far superior to right Christian doctrinal convictions: “Our desire is to work with denominations to strengthen their churches. Each church can maintain its own heritage and doctrinal convictions while cooperating with others on accomplishing the five purposes" http://www.alittleleaven.com/2007/05/rick_warren_wor.html).  Saddleback specifically “welcome(s) Catholics,…. Mormons, Jews and ordained women” into its Pastor-training programs.  When questioned about this unbiblical position, Warren explained: "I'm not going to get into a debate over the non-essentials. I won't try to change other denominations. Why be divisive?" (see http://www.apprising.org/archives/2007/05/southern_baptis_9.html)
PENNSYLVANIA’S HATE SPEECH LAW RATTLES CHRISTIANS

Pastors in Pennsylvania are now seeking liability insurance to protect themselves from being 

prosecuted under the "hate speech" law. They are reacting to Pennsylvania's addition of "sexual orientation" to the state's hate crimes laws. Of  particular concern was the expansion of the definition of "harassment" to include "harassment by communication" – which means one could be convicted based upon spoken words alone.  Already, two grandmas (aged 70 and 75) were among the 11 people arrested for sharing their faith on the public sidewalk in Philadelphia, Pa, USA. They are being charged under the state’s hate crimes law.

(http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xlpui7bab.0.biwlq7bab.azwev8bab.33&ts=S0223&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldnetdaily.com%2Fnews%2Farticle.asp%3FARTICLE_ID%3D54125
More tough times for Bible-believing Evangelicals in the US
As the world drifts steadily to the various scenarios which the Bible predicts would characterize the end times, various challenges are mounting against the Church, beginning as to be expected, from “God’s own country”.


The death of the Rev Jerry Falwell on May 15 (aged 73) highlights one way the pool of uncompromising conservative Christian elements is being depleted, their positions of influence in national socio-political life being taken up by a new breed of leaders, who don’t take Biblical injunctions so literally and rigidly.  The obscene glee and unveiled hatred with which the liberal groups welcomed Rev. Falwell transition to eternal glory shocked even many unbelievers (see http://www.wnd.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=55715).  See an obituary of Rev Falwell at http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=qcrv54bab.0.ajxx54bab.azwev8bab.33&ts=S0254&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldnetdaily.com%2Fnews%2Farticle.asp%3FARTICLE_ID%3D55704

Another manifestation of the eroding influence of conservative Bible-affirming elements in the Evangelical movement in the United States is the recent conversion of the head of an Evangelical Group to Catholicism!.  Francis Beckwith, President of the Evangelical Theological Society (ETS) and Associate Professor of church-state studies at the Baptist-affiliated Baylor University in Waco, Texas, reported in a blog that he and his wife decided in late March to become Catholic. Consequently, having received full communion in the Roman Catholic Church, Beckwith resigned as president of the ETS. 

Yet another aspect of life in which Bible-believing evangelicals in the United States are facing tremendous pressure, was pointed out, surprisingly, by a Jewish Rabbi.  In an article titled: A Rabbi’s warning to US Christians, the unnamed Rabbi  began by saying that “There is no better term than [a Goebbels-like] propaganda blitzkrieg to describe what has been unleashed against Christian conservatives recently. He cited 7 out of over 30 books that were published by big mainstream publishers in recent months, and predicted that  the on-going vicious propaganda war is only the first phase of the battle, the purpose of which is to make Christianity socially unacceptable, (“Something only foolish, poor and ugly people could turn to.”).  Phase two, he predicted “will begin once the voice of the Bible has been silenced, and we can expect to see a long night of barbarism descend on the West.”
<http://www.phillyburbs.com/pb-dyn/news/112-03232007-1318937.html>

The remnant Christian faithful in what is still the most influential nation of the world certainly deserves the prayers of the saints all over the world.  May all the called of the Lord be strengthened and enabled to keep holding the Fort, occupying till the Lord shall come.
Microchips in garbage bins spy on three million in Britain
More than three million households in Britain have rubbish bins equipped with “waste stealth tax” technology, it has been revealed.  This technology is nothing but the ubiquitous microchip embedded within the bins.  The microchips, together with reading equipment which could be installed in refuse lorries, would allow councils to weigh each household's rubbish. The system could eventually be used to charge households for the amount of non-recyclable waste they produce, which currently has to be buried in landfill sites. (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/05/24/nchip24.xml)
SPYCHIPS TO BE MERGED WITH EAS FOR EVERY ITEM

The marketing of computer radio frequency identification (RFID) microchips entered a new crucial stage as two companies recently announced the merger of the anti-theft Electronic Article Surveillance (EAS) tags with RFID chips for every manufactured product on earth.


The EAS tags are already well-accepted, and all they do is trigger an alarm if any attempt is made to take the tagged product out of a store without prior de-activation at the check-out counter.  The tags do not identify any product individually and once de-activated at the counter, that is the end of the business.


Not so however with the RFID microchips, which regular readers of CA! must be very familiar with by now. The ostensible reason for introducing these chips into products is to be able to track them – from stock inventory-taking, to analyses of various buyers and their preferences.  However, there is only a very thin line between tracking a product, and tracking the buyer himself/herself!  With the use of versatile computer systems that can track several individual items simultaneously, it is trivial providing proof positive tracking of any individual on earth.

And so, for years, the consumers of the world, spurred on by organizations like Katharine Albrecht’s CASPIAN Consumer Privacy, have solidly resisted the embedding of individual items with rfid chips.  Now the attempt is to merge both EAS with the chip and hope nobody notices. According to Katharine Albrecht, “This development “is beyond a doubt the #1 most important — and dangerous — development in the consumer privacy arena today. It means consumers may soon be buying, wearing, and carrying products tagged with RFID at the item level, because Checkpoint and Sensormatic specialize in hiding anti-theft tags deep inside of products, then distributing those products to nearly a million retail locations worldwide.”  Continuing, she wrote: “If they are not stopped, Checkpoint and Sensormatic will soon be hiding these dual-use tracking devices in your belongings, where they will be able to silently and secretly transmit information about you to marketers, criminals, and Big Brother. ”
Adrecht has already notified manufacturers and store owners to steer clear off the combined EAS-RFID labels or face massive boycotts of their products by consumers worldwide.  For a description of the technical details of the combined label currently being offered by two companies – Checkpoint Systems and Sensormatic, see http://www.rfidjournal.com/article/articleview/3280/ .  For Dr Albrecht’s letter see http://www.spychips.com/caspian-letter-eas-rfid.html
“INCREDIBLE” POTENTIALS BEING TOUTED FOR IMPLANTED MICROCHIPS

Of course, the ultimate goal of new world order advocates is to get the microchip into individual humans where it will become the precursor to the Mark of the Beast described in Rev. 13:6ff.  As we have shown in previous editions of CA!, in exchange for all the hyped advantages such a chip implant is supposed to convey to the person so-chipped, the chip will provide 24/7 access to be mind of such individuals.  Not only can such minds be monitored, they can also be manipulated.  This is already been demonstrated in the ability of people who have received such transducers being able to control electronic devices simply with their mind (see CA Vol 10:2).

Now, even more “incredible potentials” are been touted for implanted medical chips. One of them is the gastric pacemaker which is described by Dallas Morning News: “The tiny device, which doctors sewed onto your gut, watches what you eat. Whenever you overindulge, a faint shock makes you too ill for more.”.  That is just child play, relative to other possibilities according to Rich Templeton, Chief Executive of Texas Instrument, manufacturers of the product.  According to Mr Templeton, "The potential is incredible.  We're talking projects like restoring sight to the blind."  Indeed, prototypes of devices that give the blind some measure of “sight” have already been developed by researchers at the University of Southern California.  Currently undergoing improvement, the device gives enough sight to make blind people at least navigate everyday tasks.  Also, at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, researchers have successfully attached a mechanical arm, one wire per nerve, to a volunteer's shoulder – and the man can now use his mind to move fingers, hand, wrist, elbow and shoulder on this mechanical device. 

Continuing with the chronicle of new possibilities that can be realized just if people will allow biochips to be embedded into their bodies, Andrew Smith of Dallas Morning News wrote: The promise of chip medicine lies not only in bionic body parts, but also long-term care for chronic problems. The same TI chips that turn plastic boxes into cell phones also can turn pacemakers into cell phones. Prototype devices already reduce arduous office visits by sending information directly from a patient's chest to a doctor's computer. A smart pacemaker someday may sense a pending heart attack, call 911 and use a built-in GPS device to guide medics to a patient in crisis. Other chip-based devices may prevent that heart attack from ever happening.” (http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_6055986
Biological Version of the Chip debuts


In a separate report, scientists at Harvard and Princeton universities have announced they are making steady progress toward building biological computers.  These are tiny devices, meant to be implanted in the human body and which can monitor the activities and characteristics of human cells. The information provided by these “molecular doctors,” constructed entirely of DNA, RNA, and proteins, could eventually revolutionize medicine by directing therapies only to diseased cells or tissues. http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/05/070521140917.htm

After the rapture of the Church, at the full manifestation of the antichrist, it will be simply virtually impossible for anyone living on earth at that time to reject having a chip implant.  So many advantages will be merged unto the chip making it extremely irresistible – and so giving the antichrist the total control of people’s mind.  This is what he is banking on as his main weapon against the Lord Jesus’ eventual return.  As a matter of fact, a bunch of Satanists have set a date to have complete control of the world system by December 21st 2012.  They believe they will by then be set to defeat the Lord Jesus when He returns at Armageddon  to destroy them with the brightness of His coming.  What will of the wisp!

US Public Schools: Propaganda and Persecution

In the US, there is a 70-to-80 percent likelihood that a [Christian] child will abandon the church and their faith in a public school career!  Facing this sober statistics, President of the Southern Baptist Convention, Frank Page, is calling on Southern Baptist churches to expand into K-12 education, making it available for families whether they can pay a private tuition or not.  Christians need Exodus from 'Pharoah's system' he warned.
(http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=unc7z4bab.0.uypx84bab.azwev8bab.33&ts=S0250&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldnetdaily.com%2Fnews%2Farticle.asp%3FARTICLE_ID%3D55556)

A few recent happenings on the school scene in America illustrate the problems with public schools in the US and should provide good lessons for other countries who would not want to go the American way:
A dozen students attending Heritage High School in Vancouver, Wash., were suspended recently for praying at school.  The individuals, who met for about two weeks before 7 a.m., decided to pray in the school cafeteria because of the inclement weather outside. As a result, they were suspended for ten days.  

http://www.alainsnewsletter.com/s/spip.php?article326
At least another 75 students have been suspended from school in California for wearing shirts that 

expressed their biblically-based opposition to homosexuality, and the district that, as WND reported, has been imposing the punishments, says those quotations aren't necessarily acceptable because they are from God's Word. 

(http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=unc7z4bab.0.vypx84bab.azwev8bab.33&ts=S0250&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldnetdaily.com%2Fnews%2Farticle.asp%3FARTICLE_ID%3D55498)

Bill Funds 20 New Elementary School Health Clinics Offering Condoms and Birth Control for Students

SPRINGFIELD, Illinois, May 23, 2007 (LifeSiteNews.com) – Condoms and contraception for elementary students are among the services of 20 new school proposed health clinics in a bill under consideration by Illinois’ House of Representatives. The new program directed at elementary school students, will make available condoms and birth control along with band aids, ice, and routine medicinal care.  At this stage of societal decadence, parents still have the choice of  not giving their consent for their wards to receive services at these school health clinics.  The only rider is that parents cannot pick and choose which services they want for their child at the school based clinics.  If they can’t get birth control contraception without your consent, then they will receive no services whatsoever should they get injured in any way! http://www.lifesite.net/ldn/2007/may/07052307.html
Deadliest School Shooting In US History Leaves 33 Dead
On April 16th, 2007, the deadliest school shooting even in the history of the United States was recorded on the campus of Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia.   23-year old South Korean-born Seung-Hui Cho stood with an expressionless face and fired over 170 shots killing 32 people.  He then killed himself to bring the number of dead people to 33. 

Blasphemy stepped-up:  “Bible Fight” The Video Game
Numerous Christian gamers and youth ministers are hailing a new "awesome video game" which many are describing as the “most fun video game they’ve played in a long time".  The new Video Game is none other than “Bible Fight”, a game where biblical characters ranging from Adam and Eve to Moses, to Jesus.  There was even a character named God himself.
The game is described by “A Little Leaven”:  Each character has 'special' moves and powers. For instance Noah can call forth a stampede of ark animals, Eve (who is wearing only fig leaves) can whap her adversaries with a snake, Moses can rain down a plague of frogs while Jesus (attired in a loin clothe and a crown of thorns) can clobber his opponents with a cross.  There was no outrage over the game, no pangs of guilt for having fun while beating the snot out of Jesus, God or Moses. There was no shame expressed over enjoying a game that blasphemes our Lord. Instead, there was gleeful excitement about the game and an enthusiasm for blogging about it and sharing it with the friends in their online communities.  One of the several screen shots from Bible Fight shown by “A Little Leaven” showed ‘Satan’ defeating ‘Jesus’, with a big caption making that wishful but ever unrealizable event.  If you think you have a strong enough stomach for thrash, check the screen shots at: http://www.alittleleaven.com/2007/05/bible_fight_the.html
YOUR LETTERS
I came across your magazine (Church Arise!) and found the information it contains very valuable and interesting.  Please how can I be subscribing for it so that you can be sending them to me?

Engr Max Okechukwu

Diobu, Port-Harcourt

For about six to seven years now you have been sending your very incisive news letter to me.  Thank you for your persistence. You may send your account number to me through this E mail address.  Thanks.
Pastor John Olakanmi Igbokwe
Osogbo
Pilot's Lawsuit Alleges Airliners Rigged With Explosives
Field McConnell, a pilot for Northwest Airlines, has filed a lawsuit charging that many commercial airliners are rigged with explosives that can be remotely detonated. He refuses to fly until such devices are removed.  McConnell's claim is seemingly given credence by none other than Boeing's vice-president, who tacitly admitted the fact in a speech last year.
http://www.prisonplanet.com/articles/march2007/070307airlinersrigged.htm

New Bible translation promotes fornication
A brand-new translation of the Bible – praised by Britain's archbishop of Canterbury,  flatly contradicts traditional core Christian beliefs on sex and morality.  Titled "Good as New," the new Bible is translated by former Baptist minister John Henson for the "One" organization, to produce what the group calls a "new, fresh and adventurous" translation of the Christian scriptures. 

"Instead of condemning fornicators, adulterers and 'abusers of themselves with mankind'," says Ruth Gledhill, the London Times religious affairs correspondent, "the new version of his first letter to Corinth has St. Paul advising Christians not to go without sex for too long in case they get 'frustrated.'" 

Passages that refer people to get married, such as 1 Cor. 7:8-7 become translated as “get yourself a partner” 

The One organization that produced the new Bible translation is dedicated to "establish[ing] peace, justice, dignity and rights for all." It is also focused on "sustainable use of the earth's resources," challenging "oppression, injustice, exclusion and discrimination" as well as accepting "one another, valuing their diversity and experience." 

         For a taste of the Good as New version of the Bible, consider for instance its translation of the  important passage of the Heavenly Witness to Jesus Messiahship in Mark 1:10-11 

KJV : "And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him. And there came a voice from the heaven saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

New: "As he was climbing up the bank again, the sun shone through a gap in the clouds. At the same time a pigeon flew down and perched on him. Jesus took this as a sign that God's spirit was with him. A voice from overhead was heard saying, 'That's my boy! You're doing fine!'" 

NEW AGE BIBLE VERSION BY GAIL.A. RIPLINGER: We have been promoting this book, and we continue to do so. Especially  as it’s the only one we readily have, doing an in depth exposure of satanic New Age infiltration of Scriptures.  On our own, we’ve noted a few factual errors in the book, and perhaps extreme stretching of logics in some instances.  We however consider them insignificant especially when not strictly used in an academic context.  Nevertheless, we have recently come in contact with the comments of David Cloud on the book.  We consider it appropriate to also draw the attention of our readers (especially Ministers of the Gospel) to it, to provide useful balance on a few minor points. Please visit  http://www.wayoflife.org/fbns/newage.htm  for the comments by David Cloud.
EXHORTATION: Home To Rome

Over the past number of years I have been writing articles and producing radio programs in an attempt to urge evangelical Christians to wake up and see the light. Many Bible-believing Christians who were once concerned about false teaching and apostasy seem to have lost their passion for the truth and have little discernment. Instead of standing firm against unbiblical ideas and experiences, they now are promoting them.

While we have been able to document that the Emerging Church Movement is clearly another road to the Roman Catholic Church, it seems fewer professing Christians are concerned. Darkness has crept over the church the same way an avalanche sweeps down a mountain. Every day more and more unsuspecting victims are being swept up and buried. - - -

It is amazing to see the progress made in the past few years as the vast majority of churches that were once evangelical move towards an ecumenical unity with Rome. There was a time when evangelical Christians were sensitive to what makes Roman Catholicism, Roman Catholicism. Not so today. The Emerging Church Movement, along with the idea that Christian unity must happen at any cost, has opened the door  for a global ecumenical movement that has no biblical boundaries. - - -

The Jesuit program to win back the “separated brethren” to the Roman Catholic Church appears to be more successful every day. The results of the Reformation are being reversed by the “new reformation” promoted by the Emerging Church.

I’m not an alarmist; I’m a realist. I also believe Bible prophecy is inspired by God and is one hundred per cent accurate. When the Bible foretells there will be a strong delusion in the last days and that many will be deceived in the name of Christ, I take this seriously. 

The Bible describes apostasy which will take place in the Last Days. This cannot and will not be altered. God knows the end from the beginning and certain things have been written down to warn us in advance. However, we can and should warn people so that they can come to their senses. That’s my intention! - - - -

Roger Oakland

Read Full Article -

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=egff96bab.0.tye896bab.azwev8bab.33&ts=S0231&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.understandthetimes.org%2Fcommentary%2Fc60.shtml
Low birth rates plague developed/developing nations:

            The plummeting birth rates in developed nations around the globe were the subject of a lengthy cover story in the May 23 edition of Maclean’s magazine.  Based in Canada, the magazine reports that that country is recording an all-time low birth rate of  just 1.5 children per woman and that the Canadian society is already beginning to feel the impact of a withering population.  The lack of skilled workers--and workforce members at any skill level--is expected to reach a shortfall of 1.2 million by 2020. With most of the industrialized world facing the same shortage, the massive increase in immigration necessary to counter the population loss will be hard to come by, said Carleton University professor Linda Duxbury. 

Canada’s situation is mirrored all over the developed world with some countries, such as Japan, in even worse shape--Japan’s birth rate has reached the record low of 1.26 children per women, while South Korea (as at last year) holds the unenviable record of having the lowest birth rate of 1.1 in the world – from a figure of 4.53 in 1970,

Among the reasons cited in the article for the reduction in births are the financial costs of raising a child, the career blow professional women face when they embark on motherhood, and the problem of infertility among women attempting to begin a family towards the end of their fertile years,  a growing disinterest in taking on the demands and sacrifices of parenthood in a society that values autonomy and control.  

As with most similar reports published in recent years, some key, but politically incorrect, issues affecting birthrates are not covered in the Macleans article.  There is no mention of the dramatic collapse in religious belief and practice in Canada. Also ignored is the abortion factor which cuts off an estimated 46 million human lives annually all over the world.  France got close to acknowledging this as a big problem by its consideration of “paying women not to go ahead with abortions,” as a method of addressing the birth rate deficit.  In Russia, where the falling birth rate has contributed to an annual population loss of 700,000 people, the abortion rate is one of the highest in the world – with not less than 60 percent of all pregnancies being terminated. [Low Birth Rate is Russia’s Biggest Problem Says President Putin http://www.lifesite.net/ldn/2006/may/06051003.html]
Read Maclean’s coverage: http://www.macleans.ca/article.jsp?content=20070528_105313_1...

In South Korea, the government has unveiled a plan to offer bigger tax incentives for households with two or more children in order to arrest the declining birth rate. (http://www.lifesite.net/ldn/2006/aug/06082802.html; but it is doubtful if  the measure will work, as similar efforts in South Africa or in Germany (lowest birthrate in Europe) has not succeeded in making people desire more children.
                  Ironically, while incentives and encouragements are failing to stimulate the modern man’s desire for procreation, inability to produce children (either due to natural causes or political imposition) seems to have the opposite effect!  The latter situation is amply being demonstrated in China where since 1980, the government has declared that each couple is only entitled to one child-birth.  Subsequent pregnancies after a first childbirth must be terminated or heavily taxed; and in many cases women are automatically sterilized after their first childbirths.  A second childbirth is only approved in some cases of ethnic minorities or rural farming communities. Revolting against this coercion, residents of Bobai, a town in China's southern Guanxi Province, on May 19 resorted to burning cars and official buildings as Communist Party officials went from house to house to collect fines for having a second child.  In several other Provinces in China, most people would still prefer not to confront the powerful communist party and they have resorted to taking cheaply available fertility drugs leading to a preponderance of multiple-pregnancies.  Hence twins, triplets, and higher no of babies per birth are becoming commonplace in China.  “If you have all your children in one go in China, you do not have to worry about a fine and a fight with the Communist Party” the BBC concluded in a recent study of the problem.  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/6694135.stm
FAITH UNDER FIRE
PAKISTAN: Muslims cracking down on Christianity
In Pakistan, Christian churches are being ordered closed and those who are steadfast in the faith are losing homes, families and jobs as the cost of being Christian in Pakistan is rising, according to new reports from the Voice of the Martyrs and others. Even the death penalty soon could be a possibility. According to Elizabeth Kendal, who reports on the persecution for the World Evangelical Alliance Religious Liberty Commission, the root of the developing problem in Pakistan is the nation's pro-Sharia, Islamist Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal alliance of Muslim devotees, which holds the balance of power in the nation's National Assembly.   One of the pending proposals is the Apostasy Act, under which any man who leaves Islam for another religion would be killed. Women would be imprisoned for life. [image: image1.png]


  http://www.wnd.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=44718

MURDER IN MALATYA, TURKEY
Turkey's relatively tiny Christian population (1% of 70 million) was thrust into the international limelight after three Christian workers in the city of Malatya were killed by members of a Muslim fundamentalist group. On Wednesday morning, April 18, 2007, the three men left home to attend a Bible study. It was there that they were joined by men who pretended to be interested in the Bible Study.  They subsequently attacked, bound and tortured the Christians for three hours before being finally killed.  In a letter from the Protestant Church of Smyrna to Christians around the globe (please see******), the men were described as "the first martyrs for Christ out of the Turkish Church." 


Interestingly, a few weeks after, the incident is generating repercussions not envisaged by their killers.  Not only is Turkey’s aspiration to join the EU being shaken, the reaction of the men’s widows have totally enraptured the entire nation.  In an act that hit front pages in the largest newspapers in Turkey, Susanne Geske in a television interview expressed her forgiveness. She did not want revenge, she told reporters. "Oh God, forgive them for they know not what they do," she said, wholeheartedly agreeing with the words of Christ on Calvary (Luke 23:34). 

In a country where blood-for-blood revenge is as normal as breathing, many reports have come to the attention of the church of how this comment of Susanne Geske has changed lives. One columnist wrote of her comment, "She said in one sentence what 1000 missionaries in 1000 years could never do."

GOOD NEWS: EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES RELEASE JAILED CHRISTIAN CONVERT

ISTANBUL, May 24 (Compass Direct News) – In a surprise gesture, Egyptian authorities have released a Christian convert from Islam who had been jailed without charges under Egypt’s controversial emergency laws for the past two years. 

No official reason was given for his release,but a massive unrelenting campaign for his release has been going-on, including diplomatic-level inquiries spearheaded by Middle East Concern, a Christian association supporting religious freedom for churches and individual Christians in the region.   Just hours before his release, officers from the State Security Investigation (SSI) had reportedly told El-Akkad that he would remain in prison for another 10 years if he did not return to Islam. According to his lawyer, the convert had responded calmly, saying, “God has brought me to this place, and He alone will let me go to my home. You cannot do anything against God.” 

According to a Christian source in Cairo, El-Akkad is still “closely monitored and under threat all the time.”  Radical Islamists from Egypt’s banned but tolerated Muslim Brotherhood had threatened to kill the former Muslim for committing “apostasy” if he was released from prison. 

Vietnam Police "Publicly" Torture And Kill Degar Montagnard Christians To Warn House Churches .  The report mentions a particular 30 year old Christian leader who was tied up in front of the village, striken and kicked, electrocuted with electrical shocks and finally beaten with batons until he became unconscious.We can’t bring the story due to stringent copyright restrictions.  Readers are requested to read this touching story at.  http://www.christianpersecution.info/news/vietnam-police-publicly-torture-and-kill-degar-montagnard-christians-to-warn-house-churches/
Kent Hovind still in jail

It seems US authorities are playing some game akin to communists infamous re-education lessons with Kent Hovind.  He continues to be moved around from one jail house to another, under varying conditions.  Given considerable liberty in one jail house he may be moved just as sudden to another under most inhospitable conditions – such as solitary confinement!  Same goes for his appeal case and the case against his wife.  Hopes and expectations just keep rising and falling with every new week.  Hopefully, the interest and prayers of the saints concerning this brother will keep steady – as these seem the ultimate factors that would determine how the case eventually ends.  Please visit http://www.cseblogs.com/?m=20070523 for the update of events with Dr Kent Hovind.  This brother may have his many faults and short comings; but we may not abandon him to the wolves!






